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[This is an expanded and updated compilation of the CALENDAR OF MAJOR NORTH KOREAN HOLIDAYS 
AND NATIONAL OBSERVANCES published in October 1989. The additional entries, like those in the 1988 
calendar, have been compiled from various Korean media. } 
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Revised Calendar of North Korean Holidays, Observances 
WA16011500 


(Editorial Report} The following information on the calendar of DPRK holidays and observances has been extracted 
from sources in North and South Korea in Pyongyang and Seoul. 











JANUARY 
| New Year's Day 
8 Industry/Construction Materials Day (1983) 
9 Founding of KOREAN YOUTH AND STUDENTS, a monthly magazine (1959) 
10 Publication of Kim Il-song’s thesis “On Socialist Rural Management” (1979) 
Founding of Political School for Central Education Cadres (1969) 
14 Founding of SAE NAL (NEW DAY), an anti-Japanese newspaper (1928) 
Founding of Pyongyang Senior Middle School (1954) 
Founding of Worker-Peasant Red Guards (1959) 
16 Opening of fourth National Science and Technology Festival (ended 30 April 1989) 
17 Founding of Korean Film Workers Union (1961) 
Founding of League of Socialist Working Youth of Korea (formerly Democratic Youth League) (1946) 
18 Founding of Korean Dancers Union (1961) 
19 Publication of Kim Chong-il’s treatise “On Classic Formulation and Formalization of the Chuche Idea” (1974) 
20 Founding of Korean Musicians Union (196! ) 
21 Anniversary of Lenin’s death (1924) 
23. North Korea’s capture of USS Pueblo (1968) 
27 Founding of Provincial Art Troupes for Propaganda and Agitation (1973) 
31 Founding of Agricultural Workers Union (1946) 
FEBRUARY 
7 Academy of Social Sciences Day (1964) 
8 Founding of Korean People’s Army (former Armed Forces Day) (1948) 
11 Anniversary of Three Revolutions Team Movement (1973) 
16 Kim Chong-il’s birthday (1942) 
19 Publication of Kim Chong-il’s thesis “Collectivism and the Chuche Idea” (1974) 
20 Machinery Day (1971) 
Opening of first ‘*200-Day Campaign” for economic construction (1988) 
Signing of cultural cooperation accord between DPRK and China (1959) 
23 Founding of Soviet Army and Navy (1918) 
24 Opening of National Meeting of Scientists and Technicians (1989) 
25 Kim I[l-song’s announcement of ‘Socialist Rural Thesis” (1964) 
27 Publication of Kim Il-song’s thesis “On Developing Oriental Medicine” (1979) 
28 World Communist Manifesto Day (1948) 
MARCH 
| Korean Independence Movement Day (1919) 
Publication of Kim Il-song’s thesis “Some Theoretical Problems of the Socialist Economy” (1969) 
2 Anniversary of Korean People’s Revolutionary Army’s cadre meeting in Nanhutou (1937) 
3 Anniversary of implementing universal and free education system (1959) 
5 Promulgation of Land Reform Law (1946) 
Agricultural Workers’ Day (1971) 
8 International Women’s Day (1961) 
10 Founding of Korean Journalists Union (1946) 
Formation of Korean People’s Army Ensemble (1947) . _— 
Publication of Kim Chong-il’s thesis “On Further Strengthening Revolutionary Ranks and Accelerating Socialist 
Construction” (1984) 
11 Anniversary of Kim Il-song’s thesis “On Political and Ideological Education of Students” (1968) 
Anniversary of Mt. Wangjae Meeting of Anti-Japanese People’s Guerrilla Units (1933) 
14 Founding of Peasants Union (1928) 
Anniversary of Karl Marx’ death (1883) 
16 Anniversary of DPRK-USSR economic and cultural cooperation agreement (1949) 
17 First election of deputies (237) to Korean People’s Assembly (1947) 


Founding of Central Television Broadcasting Station (1963) 
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March (continued) 





Promulgation of “Kim Il-song Order” award medals (1972) 

Founding of Sports Science Institute (1959) 

Fishermen’s Day (1962) 

Kim Il-song’s announcement of *20-Point Political Program” for North Korea (1946) 
Founding of Korean National Association by Kim Hyong-chik (1917) 

Anniversary of students’ patriotic march against Japan-South Korea Treaty (1964) 

Founding of General Federation of Unions of Literature and Arts of Korea (1946) 

Signing of Korea-Soviet agreement on cultural and scientific cooperation for 1988-1990 (1988) 
— of 1989-90 intergovernmental cooperation agreement between foreign ministers of Korea and China 
(1989) 

Anniversary of *1,000-Ri Journey for Learning” (1923) 


APRIL 











Abolition of taxation system (1974) 

Announcement of Kim II-song’s work “On Intensifying Class Education for Party Members” at KWP’s Central 
Committee meeting (1955) 

Anniversary of 3 April People’s Uprising in Cheju Island (1949) 

Adoption of Public Health Law (1980) 

Arbor Day (1971) 

Opening of seventh “April Spring Friendship-Arts Festival” in Pyongyang (7-18 April 1989) 

Opening of fifth session of the Eighth Supreme People’s Assembly (7-8 April 1989) 

Kim Il-song’s birthday (1912) 

Sports contest for Kim Chong-il’s “18 April Trophy” (1989) 

Anniversary of South Korean “19 April Student Uprising” (1960) 

Kang Pan-sok’s birthday (1892) 

Lenin’s birthday (1870) 

Armed Forces Day (1932) 

Anniversary of Pyongyang Sports Equipment Plant construction (1959) 

Publication of Kim Chong-il’s thesis “On Thoroughly Establishing the Party’s Leadership System” (1979) 
Anniversary of activating Kim I!-song Guerrilla Units (1932) 

Abolition of agricultural spot tax system (1966) 

Anniversary of Kiyang irrigation system inauguration (1959) 


MAY 





International May Day 

a of Kim Chong-il’s work “Advancing Under the Banner of Marxism-Leninism and the Chuche Idea” 
(1983) 

Founding of SO KWANG (DAWN), official newspaper of the Korean Revolutionary People’s Army (1937) 
Anniversary of Kim Il-song’s work “On Launching Public Health Care as a Mass Movement” (1958) 
a, of 1Oth plenary session of Korean Democratic Women’s League Central Committee in Pyongyang 
( ) 

Founding of Fatherland Restoration Association (1936) 

Karl Marx’ birthday (1818) 

Opening of 17th plenary session of General Federation of Trade Unions in Pyongyang (1989) 

Anniversary of Kim Chong-il’s “7 May Instruction on the Party’s Publications and Reports” (1974) 
Anniversary of “10 May Struggle” against unilateral elections in South Korea (1948) 

Railroad Day (1963) 

Inauguration of League of Socialist Working Youth of Korea (1964) 

Founding of Committee for Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland (1961) 

Geological Survey Day (1970) 

Signing of Korea-Iran agreement on scientific, technological, and cultural exchanges (1989) 

Anniversary of “Kwangju People’s Uprising” in South Korea (1980) 

Construction Workers Day (1971) Musan Battlefield Victory (1939) 

Signing of Korean-Czechosloavak protocol on atomic energy cooperation (1989) 

Founding of General Association of Korean Residents in Japan (1955) 

Founding of Korean Students Committee (1961) 

Celebration of Kim Il-song’s 1984 USSR visit at Soviet Embassy in Pyongyang (1989) 

Founding of Korean Committee for Asian-African Solidarity (1956) 
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JUNE 





International Children’s Day (1949) 

Public Health Day 

Anniversary of Korea-GDR friendship and cooperation treaty (1984) 

Mass meeting to praise publication of Kim Chong-il’s October 1988 work “The Present Time and the Tasks of 
Young People” (1989) 

Battle of Pochonbo victory (1937) 

MINJU CHOSON (DEMOCRATIC KOREA) begins publication (1946) 

Kim Hyong-chik Memorial Day (1926) 

Young Pioneers (Korean Children’s Union) Day (1946) 

Opening of 16th plenary session of 6th WPK Central Committee in Pyongyang (1989) 

Local Industries Day (1970) 

Anniversary of 10 June Anti-Japanese Independence Movement (1926) 

Anniversary of Kungsa Hill (Musan County) meeting of anti-Japanese revolutionary organizations (1939) 
Artillery Day (1982) 

Kim Il-song’s “‘Five-Point Program” for reunification (1973) 

Shipbuilding Industry Day (1988) 

Promulgation of Labor Laws (1946) 

Beginning of Fatherland Liberation War (Korean war) (1950) 

Opening of “Month of Anti-U.S. Joint Struggles” (25 June-27 July 1989) 

Inauguration of FATHERLAND FRONT weekly newspaper (1949) 

Postal and Telecommunications Day (1972) 

First international exhibition of Youth Inventions and New Technology in Pyongyang (28 June-15 July 1989) 
Inauguration of Korean Catholic Association (1988) 


JULY 





Opening of 13th World Youth and Student Festival in Pyongyang (1989) 

Founding of Chinese Communist Party (1921) 

4 July North-South Joint Communique on Reunifcation (1972) 

Anniversary of Kim Il-song treatise “On Improving Mass Cultural Work (1968) 

Signing of Korea-Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation, and Mutual Assistance (1961) 
Inaugural meeting of Korean Revolutionary People’s Army (1930) 

Anniversary of Mongolian ’’People’s Revolution™ (1921) 

Founding of KOREAN PEOPLE’S ARMY (CHOSON INMINGUN) newspaper (1948) 

Kim Hyong-chik’s birthday (1894) 

Anniversary of Kim Chong-tae’s death (1979) 

Signing of Korea-China Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation, and Mutual Assistance (1961) 
Publication of Kim Chong-il’s treatise “On Some Problems of Education in the Chuche Idea” (1986) 
Founding of Korea-Soviet Friendship Association (1958) 

“International March for Peace and Reunification of the Korean Peninsula” from Mt Paektu (1989) 
Formation of Democratic Front for Reunification of the Fatherland (previously Democratic National United 
Front) (1946) 

Publication of Kim Chong-il’s treatise “On Further Developing Educational Work” (1984) 
Armistice Day (1953) 

Anniversary of Kang Pan-sok’s death (1932) 

Founding of Communist Party of Soviet Union (1898) 

Promulgation of Equal Rights Law (1946) 

USSR Navy Day 


AUGUST 





Founding of Chinese People’s Liberation Army (!927) 

Founding of 8 February Film Studio of Korea (1959) 

Commemoration of Kim Chong-il’s “3 August People’s Consumer Goods” movement (1984) 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences Day (1963) 

Promulgation of Law on Nationalization of Key Industries (1946) 

National Liberation Day/Independence Day (1945) 

Opening ceremony of “Soviet Union Day” in Wonsan (1989) 

Air Force Day (1947) 
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AUGUST (continued) 





Anniversary of Kim Hyong-chik’s Kuandian (Liaoning Province) meeting of anti-Japanese National Liberation 
Movement (1919) 

Initiation of Chollima Movement (1956) 

Opening of llth plenary session of Korean Democratic Women’s League Central Committee (1989) 

First elections for Supreme People’s Assembly (1948) 

Founding of South Korean National Democratic Front (previously Revolutionary Party for Reunification) (1969) 
Navy Day (1948) 

Korea Annexation Day (1910) 

Publication of Kim Il-song’s work “On the Founding of the Young Communist League of Korea” (1927) 
Signing of 1989-91 DPRK-USSR Scientific and Technical Cooperation agreement (1989) 


SEPTEMBER 





Commemoration of National Meeting of ‘“‘Heroes”’ (1988) 
Opening of second “200-Day Campaign” for economic construction (1988) 
Founding of Maritime Transportation University (1968) 
Education Day (1977) 

Urban Management Day (1982) 

Adoption of first DPRK Constitution (1948) 

International Solidarity Day for press reporters (1929) 

Founding of DPRK (National Day) (1948) 

Commerce Day (1971) 

Mine Workers Day (third Sunday of month) (1957) 

Anniversary of Kim Chong-suk’s death (1949) 

Annual Armed Forces Art Festival (1987) 

Commemoration of Hill No. 1211 campaign of Korean war (1951) 
Electricity Day (1971) 

Founding of Korean Arts Museum (1948) 

Founding of “‘Anti-Japanese Trade Union” (1928) 

Founding of Korean Writers Union (1953) 


OCTOBER 





> Ww ho 


26 
29 


PRC National Day (1949) 

Kim Il-song University Day (1946) 

Anniversary of “October Popular Resistance in Taegu Against U.S. Imperialism” (1946) 

Founding of Chongjin Medical College (1948) 

Founding of Korea-China Friendship Association (1958) 

Students Day (first Sunday of month) (1962) 

Founding of German Democratic Republic (1949) 

Forestry Workers Day (first Sunday of month) (1962) 

Signing of 1989-90 science cooperation accord between Academies of Sciences of Korea and China (1988) 
Anniversary of Liangchiangkou Conference of Military and Political Cadres (1939) 

Anniversary of Rangoon bombing incident (1983) 

Metal Workers Day (1970) 

Publication of Kim Il-song’s work “On Developing Traditional Korean Medicine” (1979) 

Founding of Workers Party of Korea (1945) 

Publication of Kim Chong-il’s work “On Establishing the Chuche Outlook of the Revolution” (1987) 
Publication of Kim Chong-il’s treatise “The Present Time and the Tasks of Young People” (1988) 
Founding of Mangyongdae Revolutionary School (1947) 

Athletics Day (second Sunday of month) (1949) 

Broadcasting Day (1945) 

Textile Industries Day (1973) 

Inauguration of “Down With Imperialism Union” (1926) 

Founding of Korear Red Cross Society (1946) . 
Opening of 23d Korea-USSR intergovernmental consultation committee meeting on economy, science, and 
technology (1989) 

Entry of Chinese People’s Volunteers into Korean war (1950) 

KULLOJA (WORKERS) begins publication (1946) 

Kim Il-song Military College Day (1956) 

Establishment of diplomatic relations with Romania (1948) 

Romanian Army Day (1944) 

Signing of Korea-Monoglian agreement on legal assistance ( 988) 
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NOVEMBER 





Pubiications Day (1945) 

Election of deputies to Eighth Supreme People’s Assembly (1986) 

Anti-Japanese Student Uprising in Kwangju (1929) 

Academy o' Medical Sciences Day (1963) 

Kim | 1-song’s “unofficial” visit to China (5-7 November 1989) 

Anniversary of Soviet Bolshevik Revolution (1917) 

Initiation of *‘Taean Work System” for industrial management (1961) 

International Democratic Youth League Day (1945) 

Land and Sea Transportation Day (1972) 

Inte: national Students Day (1946) 

Founding of Kim Il-song Political University and Kang Kon Military Academy (1947) 
Founding of Korean Democratic Women’s League (1946) 

Elections of deputies to provincial, county, and city People’s Assemblies (1989) 

Kim Il-song’s speech “On Communist Education” delivered before agitators of WPK city and county committees 
(1958) 

Signing of Korea-USSR agreement on 1991-95 shipbuilding cooperation (1989) 

KAL Flight 858 bombing (1987) 

Publication of Kim Il-song’s work “On Some Problems Arising in the Complete Implementation of the Theses on 
the Rural Question” (1974) 

General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea Day (1945) 

Founding of Korean Natural Conservation Union (1959) 


DEC. MBER 





Publication of “SAM-IL WOLGAN” (1 MARCH MONTHLY), military monthly journal of the Fatherland 
Liberation Committee (1936) 

Signing of Korea-China Agreement on Scientific and Technological Cooperation for 1987-97 (1987) 

Academy of Sciences Day (1952) 

Inauguration of Korea Central News Agency (KCNA) (1946) 

Opening of National Meeting of Active Young Inventors and Innovators in Pyongyang (1989) 

Chemical Industry Day (1979) 

Founding of National Federation of Farmers Unions (1945) 

Opening of Iith plenary session of Central Committee of Unions of Agricultural Working People (1989) 
Adoption of Four-Point Military Policy Line at fifth session of fourth WPK plenary session (1962) 

Ninth plenary session of Korean Democratic Women’s League presided over by Kim Song-ae, Kim II-song’s wife 
(1988) 

Founding of “Sae Nal (New Day) Youth League” (1926) 

Founding of Mt Paektu Youth League for Anti-Japanese Struggle (1927) 

Opening of 16th plenary session of General Federation of Trade Unions in Pyongyang (1989) 

Second meeting of functionaries of KPA’s League of Socialist Working Youth of Korea (1989) 

Kim Chong-suk’s birthday (1917) 

Anniversary of founding of Anti-Japanese Women’s League (1926) 

Publication of Kim Chong-il’s work “Let Us Effect a New Turn in Socialist Construction by Enhancing the 
Militancy of the Party” (1978) 

Inauguration of Korea-Cuba Solidarity Committee (1962) 

Anniversary of founding of Academy of Agricultural Sciences (1948) 

Constitution Day (1972) 

Founding of Academy of Forestry (1948) 

Anniversary of Kim I]-song’s treatise ““On the Complete Victory of Socialism” (1987) 


SeeegeegeegegcegeeegEREKEAEEHRERAEEASRE EH 


Three Korean Lunar Holidays 
(officiated in 1989): 


Sol (1 January—New Year’s Day) 
Tano-jo! (5 May—Spring Festival) 


Chusok (15 August—Thanksgiving Day) 

















END OF 
FICHE 


DATE FILMED 
7 A of 0) 












